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From  the  President 


Planning  is  under  way  for  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society’s  annual 
meeting  at  the  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money  this  summer.  We  will  have  a 
symposium  on  Thursday,  July  31,  at  11:30  A.M.,  and  our  general  meet- 
ing on  Friday,  August  1,  also  at  11:30.  The  speakers  we  have  lined  up 
so  far  include  Syd  Martin,  David  Lange,  and  Anne  Bentley. 

I also  want  to  urge  the  readership  to  submit  more  articles  for  The 
Asylum.  Following  the  enthusiasm  engendered  by  its  creation.  The  Asy- 
lum has  had  difficulty  attracting  a regular  flow  of  articles.  Some  of  its 
original  functions  have  been  taken  elsewhere  in  the  Internet  Age.  For 
news  regarding  our  society  and  commentary  on  current  events  relating 
to  our  topic,  the  E-Sylum  is  more  timely  by  definition  and  also  easier  to 
write  for,  being  more  informal. 

However,  it  may  also  be  that  bibliophiles  are  less  overtly  enthusiastic 
than,  for  example,  collectors  of  colonials,  coppers,  and  medals.  The 
periodicals  for  these  branches  of  numismatics  are  literally  gushing  with 
material.  For  all  that  bibliophiles  may  be  more  restrained  or  dignified, 
these  traits  do  not  justify  our  silence.  After  all,  are  we  not  better  read 
and  more  articulate? 

We  enjoy  a large  membership  that  is  constantly  making  new  acqui- 
sitions and  discovering  new  information.  These  vignettes  need  to  be 
shared,  not  only  to  stoke  our  enthusiasm  but  also  to  confirm  yours.  In 
this  issue  we  welcome  a new  author  to  these  pages.  Bill  Bugert,  who 
presents  some  of  his  detailed  research  in  unpublished  sources  on  Martin 
Luther  Beistle,  I hope  many  other  new  authors  will  be  inspired  by  his 
example. 

This  issue  also  has  a new  article  by  Scott  Rubin  and  two  book  re- 
views. We  welcome  your  reviews  of  any  book  in  which  our  membership 
should  take  interest. 


JohnW.  Adams 


The  Martin  Luther  Beistle  Book  on  Half  Dollars 

Bill  Bugert 


Martin  Luther  Beistle  (1875-1935)  was  a prominent  half-dollar  collec- 
tor, researcher,  and  author  in  the  early  twentieth  century.  In  1929,  he 
published  the  first  book  on  half-dollar  die  varieties,  A Registry  of  Half 
Dollar  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties  — it  was  the  only  authoritative  refer- 
ence available  to  bust  half-dollar  collectors  for  over  37  years,  from  1929 
until  the  Overton  book  in  1967. 

During  the  past  two  years.  I’ve  expended  considerable  effort  re- 
searching and  studying  ML,  as  he  was  and  is  still  known.  Summary 
information  on  his  life,  business  (The  Beistle  Company,  which  still  ex- 
ists in  family  hands  today),  half-dollar  collection,  half-dollar  book,  and 
“Unique  Coin  Holder”  is  contained  in  my  biography  of  him  in  the  Lib- 
erty Seated  Collectors  Club’s  The  Gohrecht  Journal,  issue  100.  This 
article  concentrates  on  his  half-dollar  book  and  includes  previously  un- 
published information  from  my  research  notes  and  files. 

THE  BOOK  THAT  ALMOST  WASN’T 

ML  had  a vast  reference  collection  of  over  8,000  half  dollars  dating  from 
1794  to  1928.  After  fourteen  years  of  coin  acquisitions,  studies,  and 
note-taking  (1913-1927),  he  labored  for  the  next  two  years  writing  and 
publishing  his  book.  In  late  1927,  during  preparation  of  his  manuscript, 
ML  sold  copies  of  his  1795  half-dollar  photographic  plates  to  various 
dealers  and  collectors  (does  a reader  have  one  of  these?.).  William 
Hesslein,  a Boston  dealer  and  recipient  of  one  of  these  copies,  severely 
criticized  the  photographs’  quality  and  went  on  to  insult  ML’s  business 
practices  over  a mishandled  coin-holder  order.  A heated  exchange  of 
letters  ensued  for  months,  which  ended  with  a frustrated  ML  comment 
in  a letter  dated  March  16,  1928:  “. . . In  order  to  get  out  a book  it  would 
mean  an  expense  of  anywhere  from  $500.  to  $600.  more  than  I could  ex- 
pect to  return  from  it,  and  I have  been  thinking  this  over  very  seriously 
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whether  or  not  to  handle  this  book  proposition  and  then  be  severely 
criticized  in  addition.”  He  added,  . .These  are  the  kind  of  letters  that 
are  having  a reverse  effect  on  my  mind  as  to  going  ahead  any  further 
with  the  subject.”  Fortunately,  ML  persisted  and,  in  a November  13, 
1928,  letter  to  Col.  E.  H.  R.  Green,  he  stated,  “. . . I am  now  ready  to  go 
ahead  with  this  [book]”.  Thankfully,  we  now  have  his  reference  book. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING 

As  detailed  in  another  November  1928  letter  to  Col.  Green,  ML’s  origi- 
nal concept  was  for  800  copies  of  120  pages,  including  photograph- 
ic plates,  to  be  sold  for  $5.00  each.  ML  evidently  changed  this  and, 
in  December  1928,  he  received  a price  quote  from  The  Evangelical 
Press,  a Harrisburg  printing,  electrotyping,  and  bookbinding  company 
located  about  30  miles  from  ML’s  home  and  business  in  Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania.  This  quote  itemized  costs  for  1,000  copies  of  128  pages 
on  70-pound  paper,  with  a trim  size  of  6 9 inches  and  an  imitation 

gold-stamped  cloth  cover,  with  six  photographic  plate  pages  supplied  by 
ML.  Various  options  were  detailed,  including  additional  pages,  plates, 
and  leather  covers.  The  production  cost  was  $730,  additional  copies  at 
52c  per  copy.  Leather  binding  and  gold  edges  were  an  additional  $1.35 
per  copy.  Although  I don’t  have  physical  documentation  stating  so, 
ML  evidently  decided  to  contract  his  book  printing  and  binding  with 
them. 

Concurrently,  ML  solicited  publishing  advice  from  F.  C.C.  Boyd, 
who  freely  provided  a multitude  of  ideas  on  advertising,  pricing,  illus- 
trations and  photographs,  book  format,  and  printing  style.  In  a lengthy 
letter  dated  November  17,  1928,  Boyd  stated:  “...it  is  my  candid  belief 
that  you  could  publish  this  book  at  $7.50  and  sell  as  many  copies  as  you 
would  at  $5.00.  A book  listing  the  varieties  of  Half  Dollars  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  serious  collector.  As  Half  Dollar  Collectors  come  next 
in  importance  to  Cent  Collectors,  you  should  be  able  to  dispose  of  at 
least  500  copies.  I would  also  publish  an  edition  interleaved,  using  all 
photographs  for  $25.00,  this  interleaved  edition  to  be  leather  bound  and 
numbered.”  ML  evidently  listened  to  most  of  Boyd’s  advice.  He  updated 
his  book  order  and  advertised  advanced  sales  of  his  book  in  various 
publications,  including  The  Numismatist  In  March  1929,  ML  asked 
F.  C.  C.  Boyd  to  write  his  book’s  introductory  preface.  Boyd  agreed  but, 
for  some  unknown  reason,  the  book  lacks  this  introduction. 
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ML  continued  writing  his  book  and  declared  to  Col.  Green  on  May 
10,  1929,  that  “...I  wish  to  say  that  our  book  is  now  at  the  publisher; 
the  type  is  set  and  we  will  no  doubt  have  it  ready  to  distribute  about 
June  1st — ” The  foreword  of  ML’s  book  is  dated  June  1,  1929.  Note 
that  ML  called  it  “our  book”;  I believe  this  is  because  Col.  Green  pur- 
chased ML’s  primary  half-dollar  collection  in  1928  and  provided  financial 
hacking  by  pre-ordering  and  pre-paying  100  deluxe  and  200  clothbound 
editions.  On  May  18,  ML  reviewed  the  gallery  proofs  and  forwarded 
them  with  two  “bound  dummy”  hooks  to  Col.  Green  for  inspection 
(I’ve  been  unable  to  locate  these;  does  a reader  have  the  gallery  proof 
or  a dummy  book?).  The  book  was  finally  set  in  type  on  May  24  without 
comment  from  Col.  Green.  Meanwhile,  considering  that  he  was  to  pro- 
vide the  photographic  plates  to  the  printer,  ML  was  having  difficulties 
with  the  photographer.  Horn  Brothers,  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  felt  it 
illegal  to  photograph  United  States  coins;  they  and  ML  exchanged  let- 
ters apparently  without  resolution,  and  I believe  ML  ultimately  switched 
photographers,  as  he  gives  photographic  credit  to  C.  A.  Laughlin,  Ship- 
pensburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  his  hook. 

ML’s  book  was  delayed  a few  more  months.  On  May  28,  he  instructed 
the  Evangelical  Press  to  change  the  number  of  printed  copies  to  1,200 
and  the  type  of  paper  to  “Alexandria  Japan.”  Meanwhile,  he  continued 
making  multiple  edits  and  awaited  the  photographic  plates.  The  delivery 
of  the  paper  was  delayed.  Finally,  the  clothbound  edition  was  shipped 
on  July  30,  1929,  while  the  deluxe  leather-bound  edition  was  delayed 
for  delivery  of  the  leather.  In  mid-August  1929,  the  deluxe  copies  were 
shipped,  but  without  the  serial  numbers  and  the  gilt  page  edges.  These 
were  returned,  problems  were  corrected,  and  finally  they  were  shipped 
in  three  lots  during  the  months  of  September  and  October.  The  three 
original  versions  of  ML’s  book  are  detailed  in  Table  1. 

The  three  styles  are  readily  distinguishable  using  the  information 
contained  in  my  table.  Copies  of  all  the  styles  can  be  found  through 
various  sources  including  numismatic  book  dealers,  eBay,  and  individual 
collectors.  The  deluxe  edition  commands  the  highest  prices,  up  to  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars  at  least.  Copies  of  the  other  styles  can  be  found 
for  less  than  $100;  from  my  own  observations,  I believe  the  Black  Card 
Cover  edition  is  the  least  available.  Audrey  E.  Bebee  reprinted  the  book 
in  1964  and  these  copies  can  also  be  found  dated  so;  they  are  not  origi- 
nal copies  printed  by  ML. 
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Table  1.  The  Three  Original  Styles 


Deluxe  Edition 


Number  printed:  145,  individually  numbered 
1-135  plus  10  others  with  unknown  serial 
numbers/markings  (see  text) 

Size:  9 Vs  X 6 'A" 

Cover:  Brown  morocco  leather  binding,  hand- 
stitched,  gold  stamping 

Contents:  261  pages  with  7 pages  of  actual 

photographs,  gold-edged  pages  interleaved  with 

blanks,  individually  autographed 

Original  retail  price:  $15.00 

Original  cost:  $2.88  per  copy,  not  including 

ML’s  photography  costs 

Notes:  The  Evangelical  Press  shipped  145 

copies  as  follows: 

• 26  copies  to  M.  L.  Beistle  on  September  18, 
1929 


A Riigiiier  of 


Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 


Sub-Vurietk's 


Clothbound  Edition 


• 100  copies  (nos.  36-135)  to  Col.  Green  on 
September  23,  1929 

• 19  copies  to  M.  L.  Beistle  on  October  4,  1929 
Of  his  45  copies,  ML  gave  and  sold  them  to  his 
friends  and  numismatic  colleagues.  ML  died  in 
January  1935;  a few  copies  were  available  from 
the  Beistle  Company  as  late  as  1951. 

Number  printed:  865 
Size;  9Vi6X  6 Vi6" 

Cover:  Green  cloth,  gold  stamping 

Contents:  261  pages  with  7 pages  of  halftone 

photographs 

Original  retail  price:  $7.50  but  offered  at 
discounts  up  to  20%  off  for  bulk  dealer  orders. 
Original  cost:  $1.44  per  copy 
Notes:  The  Evangelical  Press  shipped  200 
copies  to  Col.  Green  on  August  7,  1929.  Those 
shipped  directly  to  ML  were  sold  in  lots  and 
piecemeal.  On  July  9,  1956,  the  last  280  copies 
in  the  Beistle  estate  were  sold  to  Bebee’s  for 
$1,000.  Wayte  Raymond  purchased  80  copies 
from  Col.  Green’s  estate  and  offered  them  for 
$5.00  each. 
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Unbound  but  Later 
Card-Covered  Edition 


Number  printed:  200 

Size  (when  hound):  9 'A  x 6 Vs" 

Cover:  Black  card  covers,  gold  stamped  with 
title 

Contents:  261  pages  with  7 pages  of  halftone 
photographs 

Original  retail  price:  $5.00  by  Behee’s 
Original  cost:  $1.10  per  copy  plus  unknown 
later  binding  costs 

Notes:  ML  requested  these  in  his  updated 
order  to  the  Evangelical  Press.  They  held 
these  unbound  copies  for  27  years  until  they 
were  delivered  to  The  Beistle  Company  in 
1956.  Later  that  year,  198  copies  were  bound 
in  black  card  covers,  gold  stamped  with  a title, 
and  sold  to  Bebee’s  for  $396.  Disposition 
of  the  two  remaining  unbound  copies  is 
unknown. 


With  the  help  of  ML’s  original  files  and  many  individuals,  I informally 
keep  records  of  the  serial-numbered  deluxe  edition.  I found  some  incon- 
sistencies that  I am  unable  to  resolve.  For  example,  copies  numbered  36 
through  135  were  originally  shipped  to  Col.  Green;  I found  a letter  from 
ML  to  Col,  Green  stating  so.  These  100  copies  were  later  auctioned 
in  four  lots  of  25  at  the  Parke-Bernet  Galleries  sale  on  November  9, 
1943.  However,  copy  84,  which  should  be  among  these  100  copies,  was 
listed  on  the  Kolbe  sale  of  June  10,  2000,  as  having  an  accompanying 
letter  from  ML  to  H.  VH.  Proskey  (David  Proskey’s  son).  How  did  ML 
send  it  to  Proskey  if  Col.  Green  owned  it?  Was  the  copy  in  the  Kolbe 
sale  incorrectly  listed,  perhaps  copy  34?  Can  a reader  help  resolve  this 
inconsistency? 

COST  AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  COPIES 

The  Evangelical  Press  sent  an  initial  invoice  for  the  printing  on  August 
28, 1929,  for  a total  of  $1,850.03  including  1,000  bound  copies  (135  de- 
luxe leather-bound  and  865  green  clothbound  copies)  and  200  unbound 
copies,  each  with  160  pages.  On  October  9, 1929,  the  Evangelical  Press 
sent  ML  a second  invoice  of  $13.50  under  a separate  job  number  for 
“Binding  10  copies  DeLuxe  Half  Dollars  @ $1,35”.  This  second  invoice 
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is  difficult  to  explain.  The  original  order  had  135  deluxe  edition  copies, 
all  numbered,  and  the  copies  found  today  are  numbered  1 through  135. 
The  additional  ten  copies  were  part  of  those  delivered  to  ML  (see  table), 
but  I don’t  know  how  they  are  annotated;  without  serial  numbers,  num- 
bered 136  through  145,  or  some  other  variation.  Perhaps  a reader  has 
one  of  these  ten  copies  and  can  share  how  it  is  annotated.  One  other 
note:  I’ve  found  original  documentation  referring  to  the  leather-bound 
copies  as  “De  Luxe,”  “DeLuxe,”  or  “de  Luxe”  volumes.  All  three  varia- 
tions were  apparently  utilized. 

ADVERTISING  AND  ADVANCED  ORDERS 

ML  was  advertising  the  book  through  flyers,  postcards,  and  in  vari- 
ous numismatic  papers,  including  The  Numismatist,  up  until  December 
1934,  a month  before  he  died.  An  example  of  one  of  his  flyers  is  shown 
in  Figure  1. 

After  the  book  was  published,  ML  sent  complimentary  deluxe  cop- 
ies to  a few  of  his  friends  and  colleagues,  filled  pre-publication  orders, 
and  sold  others.  He  solicited  opinions  as  to  the  book’s  merit,  received 
almost  exclusively  complimentary  accolades,  and  used  a few  remarks  in 
his  book-advertising  circulars.  ML  used  quotes  mostly  from  well-known 
numismatists  such  as  B.  Max  Mehl,  F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Julius  Guttag,  Barney 
Bluestone,  C.  Lee  Tubbs,  M.  H.  Bolender,  John  Zug,  J.  G.  Anderson, 
and  Moritz  Wormser. 

The  copyright  (registration  number  A10506)  on  the  book  was  re- 
newed (no.  R174443)  by  ML’s  daughter.  Pearl,  in  July  1956;  she  as- 
signed it  to  Aubrey  E.  Bebee  as  part  of  the  sale  of  the  remaining  copies 
of  the  book. 

CONCLUSION 

A few  months  after  his  book  was  published,  ML  sent  a note  to  Gol. 
Green:  “. . . I have  received  letters  from  different  collectors  stating  that 
they  have  certain  coins  that  are  not  listed  in  my  book,  and  I am  making 
notes  of  these. ..and  sometime  when  the  accumulation  is  sufficient,  I will 
write  these  up  so  that  you  can  have  a complete  reference.”  I was  unable 
to  find  documentation  if  ML  ever  wrote  up  his  additional  notes  but  I did 
find  coin  rubbings  and  notes  from  collectors. 

In  December  1929,  the  Evangelical  Press  quoted  a cost  of  between 
$3.50  and  $4.00  to  bind  ML’s  original  manuscript.  The  cost  would  in- 
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dude  all  hand-done  work  with  extensive  stamping.  ML  took  no  action 
on  this  price  quote  and  the  Evangelical  Press  sent  another  letter  in 
April  1930  asking  for  disposition  of  his  original  manuscript.  ML  replied 
that  he  wished  the  Evangelical  Press  to  “. . .bundle  up  all  of  the  original 
copy  of  mine  and  leave  it  in  the  Bookbinding  Department,  or  some- 
where so  that  I can  get  it  on  one  of  my  trips  to  Harrisburg.”  No  further 
documentation  exists  on  this.  Does  a reader  own  it? 

The  location  of  ML’s  original  book  notes  and  the  original  book  manu- 
script with  his  edits  is  unknown;  ML  had  his  library  in  a building  on 
the  Shippensburg  square  (a  few  blocks  from  his  home  and  from  work), 
but  that  building  suffered  heavily  from  a devastating  fire  in  December 
1932.  He  donated  much  of  his  personal  library  (presumably,  that  which 
survived  the  fire)  to  the  Shippensburg  Public  Library  in  late  1934,  two 
months  before  his  death,  but  the  disposition  of  his  numismatic  con- 
tents and,  presumably,  his  notes,  is  uncertain.  I did  not  find  them  in  the 
Shippensburg  Public  Library,  his  family  does  not  have  them,  and  the 
Beistle  Company  archives  did  not  contain  them.  ML’s  personal  copy  of 
Hazeltine’s  type  table  with  his  hand  written  notes  is  now  in  a collector’s 
hands.  The  printing  plates  from  ML’s  book  are  supposedly  in  the  ANA 
Museum.  Perhaps  more  of  his  personal  notes  and  other  reference  mate- 
rial will  appear  someday. 
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I hope  you  have  enjoyed  this  article  as  much  as  I did  researching  and 
writing  it.  You  can  address  comments  or  questions  directly  to  me  at 
wb8cpy@arrl.net. 
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David  F.  Fanning 

Numismatic  Literature 

Our  latest  fixed  price  list  of  numismatic  literature  is  available  on 
our  Web  site: 

www.fanningbooks.com 

Our  online  catalogues  feature: 

• rare  and  out-of-print  numismatic  titles 

• historical  documents  pertaining  to  numismatics 

• memorabilia  of  numismatic  events  and  the  people  involved. 

Your  patronage  is  appreciated. 

PO  Box  132422,  Columbus,  OH  43213  (614)  754-1069 

dfanning@columbus.rr.com 


A Proposed  Concise  Library  of  Sales  Needed  for  All 
United  States  Coins  since  1793 

R Scott  Rubin 

What  should  be  included  in  a concise  library  of  auction  catalogues  to 
represent  all  of  the  coins  issued  by  the  United  States  since  1793?  This 
article  seeks  to  answer  that  question.  Some  ground  rules  must  be  set 
first:  I will  try  to  limit  the  scope  of  this  list  by  having  one  of  each  date, 
major  type,  and  mint  mark  included.  For  those  of  you  already  thinking 
that  I can  do  that  with  three  auction  sales,  you  are  almost  correct. 
The  Bowers  and  Ruddy  1982  United  States  Gold  Coin  Collection 
Sale  (really  the  Eliasberg  Gold  Collection)  nearly  takes  care  of  the  gold 
coins,  and  the  1996  and  1997  Bowers  and  Merena  Auctions  in  coopera- 
tion with  Stack’s  of  the  Eliasberg  collection  might  seem  like  all  that  is 
needed  for  the  rest. 

In  fact,  to  complete  this  library  you  would  need  nineteen  auction 
catalogues  and  one  fixed  price  list.  My  ground  rules  for  what  to  include 
would  contain  one  coin  not  known  to  exist  in  Mr.  Eliasberg’s  lifetime 
and  over  thirty  coins  which  I would  include  as  major  varieties  or  rarities 
not  included  in  the  three  Eliasberg  sales. 

First,  the  coin  unknown  to  Eliasberg  is  the  1870-S  Half  Dime.  This 
unique  item  was  not  known  to  exist  until  1978,  when  it  first  appeared  in 
Chicago  and  in  the  hands  of  RARCOA.  So  I included  the  2004  Bowers 
and  Merena  Sale  of  the  Jim  Gray  Collection.  This  sale  also  included 
the  1851  and  1852  Original  Silver  Dollars;  these  were  needed  since 
Eliasberg  only  had  restrikes. 

In  order  to  complete  the  Half  Cents  an  1811  Restrike  would  be  need- 
ed, so  the  2004  Heritage  Platinum  Night  FUN  Sale  can  be  used.  This 
sale  would  also  allow  us  to  add  the  1804  13-Star  Reverse  Quarter  Eagle; 
Eliasberg  only  included  the  14-Star  Reverse.  Conversely,  this  same  sale 
adds  the  1798  14-Star  Reverse  Half  Eagle,  since  Eliasberg  only  had  the 
13-Star  Reverse.  Also  in  the  sale  was  a 1796  LIKERTY  Half  Dime. 
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For  Large  Cents,  inclusion  of  Superior’s  1996  Robinson  S.  Brown, 
Jr.,  Collection  is  needed.  This  is  a virtually  complete  collection  of  large 
cents,  and  such  coins  as  the  1795  Jefferson  Head  and  the  1795  Reeded 
Edge  Cent  are  included.  One  more  sale  is  also  needed  to  complete  the 
large  cent  needs  and  that  is  the  2004  ANR  (Stack’s)  Frog  Run  Farm 
Sale,  which  included  the  finest  known  1793  Strawberry  Leaf  large 
cent. 

The  next  coin  needed  to  he  represented  on  my  list  is  the  1858  Over 
7 Flying  Eagle  Cent.  Superior’s  Dr.  Juan  XII  Suros  Sale  can  be  used 
since  it  includes  this  as  well  as  a number  of  other  overdate  coins  missing 
from  the  Eliasberg  sales.  They  include  the  1798  Over  7 13-Star  Reverse 
Dime,  1847  Over  6 Half  Dollar  and  the  1862  Over  1 Quarter  Eagle. 

To  complete  my  list  of  quarters  and  half  dollars,  the  1961  Kosoff 
Edwin  M.  Hydeman  Sale  is  needed.  It  included  the  unique  1866  No 
Motto  coins  of  both  denominations.  In  order  to  complete  this  rare  date 
and  variety,  the  1866  No  Motto  Silver  Dollar  must  be  included,  and 
one  of  the  two  known  was  offered  in  the  2005  ANR  (Stack’s)  Ken- 
nywood  Sale. 

In  order  to  conclude  the  Silver  Dollars,  the  restrikes  of  1801,  1802, 
1803,  and  1804  must  be  included.  This  can  be  done  by  adding  the  1989 
Stack’s  L.R.  French,  Jr.,  Family  Collection  Sale. 

The  Gold  Dollars  can  be  finalized  with  the  addition  of  the  1849-C 
Open  Wreath  variety,  by  using  the  2004  DLRC  Richmond  Collection 
Part  1.  This  same  sale  also  allows  us  to  have  an  1873  Open  3 Three- 
Dollar  Gold,  which  completes  that  series,  since  Eliasberg  included  the 
unique  1870-S. 

Half  Eagles  need  two  more  coins  to  be  included,  and  each  requires  a 
different  sale  to  accomplish  the  task.  The  unique  1797  16-Stars  Large 
Eagle  Reverse  can  be  found  in  the  1955  Stack’s  Baldenhofer  Collection 
(the  oldest  sale  needed  in  this  list,  and  also  the  same  year  I started  col- 
lecting coins),  and  the  1820  Curve  Base  2 Small  Letter  Reverse  needs 
the  1999  Bowers  and  Merena  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection. 

In  order  to  complete  the  Eagles  only  one  sale  is  needed.  Heritage’s 
2003  FUN  Sale,  which  contained  the  1865-S  over  inverted  865  and 
the  unique  1907  Wire-Rim  Plain-Edge  Eagles. 

Four  auction  catalogues  and  one  fixed  price  list  are  needed  for  the 
Double  Eagles.  The  1988  Bowers  and  Merena  Norweb  Collection  Part 
III  contained  the  1861  Paquet  Reverse.  The  1980  Stack’s  Fixed  Price 
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List  of  the  Capt.  Andrew  North  Collection  of  St.  Gaudens  Gold  con- 
tained the  only  public  offering  of  the  unique  1907  Ultra-High-Relief 
Double  Eagle  with  Plain  Edge.  The  2005  Heritage  Phillip  H.  Morse 
Collection  offered  the  1907  Large-Letter-Edge  Double  Eagle.  The 
2006  Stack’s  Morrison  and  Licht  Collections  included  the  unique  1907 
Wire-Rim  Plain-Edge  Double  Eagle.  The  2002  Sotheby’s/Stack’s  1933 
Double  Eagle  Sale  offered  the  only  chance  to  legally  purchase  a 1933 
Double  Eagle. 

So  with  the  inclusion  of  all  the  coins  mentioned  above  and  all  those 
included  in  the  three  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  a person  would 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  a virtually  complete  collection  of 
U.S.  Coins  minted  since  1793.  Many  varieties  and  coins  minted  since 
Mr.  Eliasberg’s  death  in  the  mid  1970s  are  also  included  in  the  above- 
mentioned  sales.  So  with  only  twenty  volumes  on  your  shelf,  you  could 
have  all  of  these  coins  represented. 

Following  is  a list  of  the  twenty  sales: 

1955  Stack’s,  Baldenhofer  Collection 
1961  Kosoff,  Edwin  M.  Hydeman  Collection 

1980  Stack’s,  Fixed  Price  List  of  The  Capt.  Andrew  North  Collec- 
tion 

1982  Bowers  & Ruddy,  United  States  Gold  Coin  (Eliasberg)  Sale 

1988  Bowers  & Merena,  Norweb  Collection  Part  III 

1989  Stack’s,  L.R.  French,  Jr.,  Family  Collection 

1996  Bowers  & Merena  in  cooperation  with  Stack’s,  Eliasberg  Sale 

1996  Superior,  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.,  Sale 

1997  Bowers  & Merena  in  cooperation  with  Stack’s,  Eliasberg  Sale 
1999  Bowers  U Merena,  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

1999  Superior,  Dr.  Juan  XII  Suros  Sale 

2002  Sotheby’s/Stack’s,  1933  Double  Eagle  Sale 

2003  Heritage,  FUN  Sale 

2004  ANR  (Stack’s),  Frog  Run  Farm  Sale 

2004  Bowers  & Merena,  Jim  Gray’s  North  Carolina  Collection 
2004  DLRC,  Richmond  Collection  Part  1 

2004  Heritage,  Platinum  Night  FUN  Sale 

2005  ANR  (Stack’s),  Kennywood  Collection 

2005  Heritage,  Phillip  H.  Morse  Collection 

2006  Stack’s,  Morrison  and  Licht  Collections 
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Pierre  Bastien,  The  Coin  Collectors.  Translated  from  the  French  by  Rob- 
ert Turfboer.  Wetteren,  Belgium:  Imprimerie  Cultura,  1997.  Paper- 
back, 165  pages. 

The  original  French  edition  of  this  entertaining  novel  was  published  in 
1991  under  the  title  Les  numismates,  which  raises  an  interesting  ques- 
tion: Did  the  author,  in  his  introductory  note  approving  this  new  trans- 
lation, and  by  implication  its  title,  intend  to  portray  “numismatists”  as 
synonymous  with  mere  “collectors,”  rather  than  beings  of  a different 
order,  as  some  of  us  like  to  think  of  ourselves?  Let’s  look  at  the  person- 
ages who  inhabit  the  book  to  find  out. 

The  book  consists  of  a series  of  episodes  in  which  the  characters 
whom  you  meet  attend  their  club  meetings,  work  in  their  libraries,  go 
to  auctions,  argue  incessantly  about  one  another’s  viewpoints,  plan  and 
organize  symposia,  admire  their  own  and  their  friends’  collections,  and 
travel  about  visiting  informally.  The  thread  that  binds  them  together 
is  a love  of,  if  not  a passion  for,  coins.  Some  of  these  characters  are 
stereotypes,  such  as  the  unnamed  Texas  oilman  of  the  perpetually  open 
wallet  and  his  converse,  the  hapless  Rene  Lombard,  whose  acquisitions 
drive  him  deeply  into  debt.  Some  of  them  will  remind  you  of  people 
that  you  know.  And  at  some  point  you  will  look  up  from  the  page  and 
say  to  yourself,  “Geez,  he’s  writing  about  me!”  This  was  clearly  the 
author’s  intent,  as  he  states  in  the  digest  accompanying  the  listing  in 
Numismatic  Literature  138:  “Every  numismatist  will  recognize  his  or 
her  own  prototype.” 

Which  character  is  Bastien  himself?  An  artist  never  reveals  the  mean- 
ing of  his/her  work,  and  Bastien  is  no  exception.  What  I know  of  him 
is  that  he  has  written  prolifically  in  the  field  of  the  late  Roman  Imperial 
coinage  of  the  Lyon  mint  and  on  the  portraiture  and  iconography  of  the 
coins  of  this  period,  and  was  a principal  author  of  the  publications  of  the 
Societe  d editions  Numismatique  Romaine.”  Recently  he  has  become 
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my  paysan;  Scott  Rubin,  like  me  a New  Jerseyan,  tells  me  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  a recent  visit  to  Bastien  at  his  nearby  home  in  Grovers  Mill 
in  Mercer  County.  When  George  Kolbe  handled  the  sale  of  Bastien’s 
library  I was  fortunate  to  acquire  his  set  of  Numismatic  Literature  in 
lovely  Old  World  bindings  with  marbled  boards  and  leather  spine  labels. 
What  a pleasure  to  use!  His  bookplate  is  in  the  form  of  an  ancient  coin.  I 
regret  not  having  personally  met  Bastien,  but  from  the  foregoing  I would 
associate  him  most  closely  with  his  character  Michel  Dereux,  who  at  the 
end,  in  making  trenchant  but  optimistic  observations  about  the  future 
of  numismatics,  reveals  himself  as  the  narrator.  Dereux  is  also  the  char- 
acter with  whom  I most  closely  identify,  particularly  when  he  delights 
in  pointing  out  to  a fellow  collector,  whose  specialty  is  imitations  and 
counterfeits,  that  his  collection  contains  two  genuine  pieces. 

There  is  a conversation  among  Dereux  and  friends,  one  of  whom  is 
about  to  travel  to  the  United  States.  Through  Dereux,  Bastien  has  this 
to  say  about  American  numismatics: 

In  Europe  we  find  it  hard  to  understand  that  a country  so  rich  has  not  seen 
fit  to  create  a few  more  great  coin  and  medal  museums,  such  as  [that  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society]  in  New  York.  I am  especially  surprised  at 
California,  whose  universities  and  museums  deserve  their  good  reputation. 
The  interest  here  is  on  modern  coins.  That  explains  the  success  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  which  pays  little  attention  to  antiquity. 
The  United  States  lacks  the  network  of  collectors  of  ancient  coins  that, 
throughout  the  ages,  has  fed  the  European  coin  cabinets.  This  gap  could 
be  filled  by  the  financial  resources  of  the  Americans  and  their  generosity 
toward  all  kinds  of  associations  and  foundations.  But  without  the  involve- 
ment of  the  academic  world  there  is  little  hope  lor  change,  the  more  so 
because  the  Americans  are  severing  their  European  roots  little  by  little. 

(Of  course,  Americans  have  roots  in  many  non-European  cultures.) 

The  friend  arrives  and  is  taken  to  a Manhattan  coin  show  where 
he  puts  on  his  “inevitable  badge”  and  joins  the  crowds  at  the  bourse 
tables.  On  the  way  out,  he  passes  a stand  of  books  and  catalogues  to 
be  auctioned  and  observes,  “clearly,  the  numismatic  literature  attracted 
less  attention  than  did  the  coins.” 

In  The  Coin  Collectors  Bastien  holds  up  a mirror  to  ourselves.  It’s 
witty  and  canny,  a new  genre  not  only  for  him  but  for  numismatic  writ- 
ing generally.  The  book  turns  up  only  on  the  secondary  market  where  it 
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is  surprisingly  hard  to  find.  Grab  it  if  you  can,  and  when  you’ve  finished 
it,  do  your  collector  (or  numismatist)  friends  a favor  and  pass  it  around 
to  them. 

David  D.  Gladfelter 

Sydney  Martin,  The  Hibernia  Coinage  of  William  Wood  (1722-1724), 
n.p.:  C4  publications,  2007.^ 

Sydney  Martin’s  meticulously  researched  catalogue  of  the  Hibernia  cop- 
pers of  William  Wood  is  an  awe-inspiring  work.  For  the  past  century 
numismatists  have  primarily  relied  on  Philip  Nelson’s  47-page  pamphlet 
listing  20  varieties  of  Hibernia  coppers;  now  we  have  a folio-size  482-page 
tome  detailing  57  varieties  of  farthings  and  228  varieties  of  halfpence! 

The  book  begins  with  a brief  but  well-documented  chapter  on  the 
history  of  Wood’s  coinage  in  Ireland,  followed  by  an  insightful  analysis 
on  the  minting  of  the  coins.  Particularly  useful  is  the  illustrated  discus- 
sion of  various  die  deterioration  problems  such  as  cracks,  rust,  chips, 
cuds,  clashing,  or  lapping  that  can  be  identified  from  evidence  on  the 
coppers.  Many  authors  discuss  these  problems  but  rarely,  if  ever,  do 
they  include  a handy  illustrated  guide  to  assist  the  novice  in  correctly 
identifying  and  interpreting  the  telltale  evidence  on  the  coins. 

These  preliminary  chapters  are  the  background  for  the  authorita- 
tive catalogue.  This  is  where  Syd  is  without  equal.  Syd  acquired  Bob 
Vlack’s  extensive  collection  of  Hibernia  coppers  and  his  accompanying 
notes.  Building  on  Vlack’s  unpublished  analysis  of  some  253  varieties, 
Syd  has  taken  the  analysis  of  Hibernias  to  a higher  level— to  a total  of 
285  varieties.  Vlack  identified  Hibernia  coppers  by  obverse  and  reverse 
coin  combinations,  just  as  Crosby,  Miller,  and  others  had  done  earlier 
with  various  colonial  series.  One  problem  with  this  approach  is  that  a 
single  die  is  sometimes  identified  by  two  different  numbers,  when  it  is 
used  over  different  years.  We  all  recall  that  the  Constellatio  Nova  cop- 
per Crosby  1783,  reverse  C is  the  same  die  as  Crosby  1785,  reverse  A; 
similarly  Connecticut,  Miller  1785,  obverse  7.2  and  1786,  obverse  4.2 
represent  two  uses  of  the  same  die.  Syd  followed  the  more  sophisticated 
taxonomy  of  Maris  by  numbering  each  unique  die  and  then  listing  all  the 
combinations  using  that  die. 

IThis  review  is  reprinted  by  permission  from  the  C4  Newsletter,  vol.  15  no.  4,  pp.  59-60, 

Winter  2007. 
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The  catalogue  is  remarkable  both  in  breadth  and  in  depth;  represent- 
ing many  years  ol  detailed  analysis  based  on  meticulous  documentation 
of  countless  specimens.  The  numerous  dies  are  categorized  into  groups 
and  subgroups  based  on  similarities.  Each  of  the  two  catalogue  sections, 
one  for  farthings  and  another  for  halfpence,  is  introduced  by  an  indis- 
pensable attribution  guide  and  ingenious  “quickfinder”  table  to  assist 
the  reader  in  expeditiously  narrowing  down  the  possibilities,  from  group 
to  subgroup  to  individual  die  and  variety. 

In  the  main  catalogue  each  die  is  described  with  a full  page  of  diag- 
nostics to  aid  in  identification.  This  alone  is  a Herculean  task;  however, 
what  makes  the  catalogue  even  more  impressive  is  that  it  includes  a 
brief  analysis  of  diagnostics  for  die  states  from  the  initial  strikes  through 
the  various  degradations  of  the  die  over  time.  The  description  of  the 
progressive  die  deterioration  for  each  die  required  analysis  of  thousands 
of  individual  coppers.  A listing  of  all  variety  combinations  using  that  die 
follows  the  detailed  die  analysis  and,  astoundingly,  this  information  is 
presented  in  emission  sequence  order.  Thus,  we  discover  that  reverse 
halfpenny  die  Fa. 2 was  initially  married  with  obverse  4.45,  then  used 
with  4.57,  followed  by  4.87,  and  then  once  again  joined  with  obverse 
4.45  and  thereafter  combined  consecutively  with  4.71,  4.103,  and  4.19. 
No  major  colonial  coin  catalogue  has  ever  included  such  a detailed  anal- 
ysis of  the  emission  sequence!  The  description  of  the  progressive  die  de- 
terioration for  each  die  and  the  identification  of  the  emission  sequence 
for  each  pairing  and  subsequent  re-pairing  of  dies  required  a compre- 
hensive analysis  of  thousands  of  individual  coppers.  Additionally,  the 
catalogue  is  superbly  illustrated  with  grayscale  enlargements  based  on 
photographs  by  Neil  Rothschild.  In  keeping  with  the  meticulous  work 
throughout  this  catalogue,  Syd  not  only  provided  die  variety  numbers 
for  the  illustrations  but  also  identified  each  illustration  as  being  an  ini- 
tial, middle,  or  late  die  state,  often  including  multiple  images  of  various 
states  for  a single  die.  Although  some  additions  and  corrections  will  be 
made  to  this  350-page  catalogue,  it  will  never  be  surpassed.  This  is  the 
standard  taxonomy  for  Hibernia  coppers.  Indeed,  Martin  numbers  have 
already  appeared  in  the  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg  Pre-Long  Beach  Sale  of 
February  10-13,  2008,  lot  908. 

Following  the  catalogue  is  an  important  chapter  on  the  American 
circulation  ol  Hibernia  coppers.  The  use  of  these  coppers  in  America 
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has  long  been  questioned,  but  here,  for  the  first  time,  Syd  has  compiled 
a comprehensive  list  of  166  specimens  recovered  in  America  from  ar- 
chaeological sites  and  metal-detector  finds  stretching  from  Maine  to 
South  Carolina.  There  is  even  a chart  of  selected  early  auction  cata- 
logues (1802-1925)  demonstrating  how  and  when  coin  dealers  started 
including  Hibernia  coppers  as  part  of  the  American  colonial  series. 

Finally,  one  should  not  overlook  the  appendices.  In  addition  to  a very 
useful  grading  guide,  a preliminary  rarity  listing,  and  charts  correlating 
previous  Hibernia  taxonomies  with  Martin  numbers,  there  is  a wonder- 
ful 32-page  compilation  of  miscellaneous  oddities  related  to  Hibernia 
coppers.  An  array  of  fascinating  material  is  presented  in  this  section 
on  special  strikes,  planchet  errors,  misstrikes,  countermarks,  and  even 
an  illustration  of  an  Hibernia  halfpenny  reused  as  a nail  head.  There 
are  also  discussions  of  electrotypes,  modern  copies  by  Peter  Rosa  and 
others,  and  an  interesting  essay  related  to  collector  provenance  derived 
from  auction  lot  tickets  and  coin  envelopes  from  famous  collectors.  This 
information  took  years  to  accumulate  and  is  a fitting  “dessert”  for  any- 
one who  has  feasted  on  the  main  catalogue.  However,  I must  admit,  the 
miscellanea  was  the  first  section  of  the  book  that  I read. 

This  opus  is  a monumental  achievement,  far  surpassing  the  guide  for 
any  other  colonial  series.  It  deserves  a special  place  on  the  bookshelf  of 
anyone  with  a serious  interest  in  Irish,  English,  or  Colonial  American 
coins. 


Lou  Jordan 


P.  Scott  Rubin  is  looking  for  members’  stories  about  NBS  eo- 
founder  George  Kolbe  for  an  up-coming  article  for  The  Asylum. 
Please  send  them  to: 
numislitQjmsn.com 
or 

P.  Seott  Rubin 
P.O.  Box  6885 
Lawreneeville,  NJ  08648 
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ADVERTISING  RATES  FOR  2008 


Full  page 

Inside  front,  inside  or  outside  back  cover 
Half  page 


$60 

$65 

$35 


©2008  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


British 


numismatics 


Buying  and  selling  rare,  out-of-print  and  cuiTent  books, 
important  sale  eatalogs,  periodieals  and  other  reference 
material  relating  to  British  coins,  tokens  and  medals. 


OUR  IN-PRINT  PUBLICATIONS 


• Dalton  & 1 lamer.  The  Pro\incial  Token  Coinage  of  the  iSth  Centun'.  2004  update. 
Fully  illustrated,  rariw  guide.  600+  pages.  Index.  1 ligh  quality'  library'  buckram  bind- 
ing by  Campbell-Logan  $200. 

• Daelin,  \^'.  ^\ncicnt  Greek  Numismatics:  A Guide  to  Reading  and  Research.  2001.  A 
comprehensive  annotated  bibliography.  Indexed.  2001.  Soft  cover.  401  pages.  $75. 

Free  shipping  to  US  addresses. 

(dlioughtful  printed  numismatic  catalogs,  issued  regularly.) 


.Allan  Da\is.son,  Ph.  D. 

^Davissons 

Ltd. 

Cold  Spring,  iMN  56320 
(320)  685-3835;  F.*\X  (320)  685-8636 
email:  coins^britishcoins.com 


From  tabletop  to  over  350  employees... 


Read  the  remarkable  story 
of  Maynard  Sundman 

Starting  on  a tabletop  in  his  parents’  liome,  the  late 
Maynard  Sundman  turned  his  boyhood  interest  in 
collecting  into  one  (tf  the  world’s  largest  coin  dealerships  - 
Littleton  Coin  ('ompany  - now  with  over  3S0  employees 
and  operating  from  a modern  85,000-square-foot  facility. 

Decent  Boldness,  published  in  conjunction  with  the 
company’s  50th  anniversary  in  1995,  tells  the 
remarkable  story  of  Maynard  Sundman  and  the 
Littleton  Coin  Company,  and  takes  you  back  through 
50  fascinating  y ears  of  coin  and  stamp  collecting! 

RB 1 0 A Decent  Boldness, 

.3.30  pages  Hardcover  $25.00 

To  order,  call  toll  free 

1-800-645-3122 

or  visit  LittletoiiCoiii.com 

45-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  of  Sati^action  America's  Favorite  Coin  Source  • trusted  since  194s 


In  fond  memory  of 
Maynard  Surrdrnan  1915-2007 


Littleton  1309  Mt.  Eustis  Road 
jton  Compaiy  Littleton  NH  03561-3737 
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If  You  Waul  Your  Coins  Sold  in  an 
Award-Winning  Catalogue  - 


Von  Most  Go  to  the  Award  Winners! 


In  2007,  Stack’s  received  the  following  honors  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild: 
• Best  Auction  Catalogue  — Books  and  Exonumia  — 

The  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Collection,  Part  XVI 
• Extraordinary  Merit  — The  Norweb  Collection 
• Best  Dealer  Publication  — The  Numismatic  Sun  — Q.  David  Bowers,  editor 

Put  Our  Award-Wiiiuiug  Team  to  Work  tor  You! 

Contact  one  of  our  auction  consignment  specialists  to  learn  how 
your  coins  or  collection  can  be  featured  in  an  upcoming  Stack’s  event. 


Lawrence  R.  Stack  Christine  Karstedt  Harvey  G.  Stack  Q.  David  Bowers 

123  West  57th  Street  • New  York,  NY  10019  • 800-566-2580  • www.stacks.com 
P.O.  Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  • 866-811-1804  • auction@stacks.com 
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BUYING  AND  SELLING 
COMMEMORATIVE  AND  HISTORICAL 

MEDALS 

• 

MEDALS  FOR  SALE  CAN  BE  VIEWED  AT 


www.christophereiiner.co.uk 
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